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sion, or who have ever learned more than a few postures
of exercise, and the meaning of a few words of command,
but have a number of officers with large appointments.

The French troops, sir, if they are doubly officered, are
officered and maintained at a less expense, and to greater
effect; for the soldiers are better instructed, and the same
number of men cost not, perhaps, much more than half
the charge of a British regiment.

The guards, sir, that are maintained about this metro-
polis, for no other purpose than to keep up the splendour
of a modern court, cost the nation, yearly, such a sum as
would be sufficient to support an army of Frenchmen, for
the protection of their frontier towns, or the invasion of
neighbouring countries.

For my part, I cannot see what injury would be done to
the nation by abolishing an establishment, at the same
time useless and expensive, and employing that money
which is at present squandered upon idlers without effect,
uporf levies of useful soldiers for marching regiments, who
might be employed, when occasion should require them, in
the service of their country*

It will, doubtless, be objected, that the officers of this
body of men, many of whom are persons of the highest
merit, and who have, generally, purchased their commis-
sions/ might very justly complain of being deprived, with-
out a crime, of that which they have bought at its full
value, and to which, therefore, they imagine themselves
entitled, till they shall forfeit their right by some offence
against the laws, or some neglect of their duty.

I shall not, sir, at present, inquire into the justness of
this plea, nor examine, whether he who purchases an em-
ployment, which he knows to be useless, and therefore
burdensome to the publick, deserves that the publick
should be solicitous to support him in the enjoyment of
it; but I shall declare, on this occasion, with confidence,
that I know many of the officers of the guards to be men
oC honour, who would gladly exchange their posts, so
chargeable to the nation, for an opportunity of serving it,